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Fall 2017: October, November, December
Meeting Schedule: All meetings are at 6:30 pm. The speakers are first on the agenda. We look forward to seeing
you. Please call Carol Farmer, Vice-President and Program Chairperson, with suggestions for programs at 217871-3510.
October 16: Darrell Wibben will be sharing information about his dulcimer collection.
November 18: Bret Aukamp will be discussing the bridges of Logan County.
December: No Meeting

It is Time to Renew Your Membership for 2018
Call for Article Submissions
Members and readers who have a genealogical or historical story related to Logan County to tell can do so
through the Roots & Branches. Stories can be submitted in writing or by email. These stories will provide a
variety. Bill Donath, Editor
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JoAnne Marlin

Corresponding Secretary:
Board Member:
Board Member:
Board Member:

Mary Ellen Martin
Brenda Jones
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Holiday Closings
The Logan County Genealogical & Historical
Society center will be closed for the following
holidays: New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial
Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Veteran’s Day,

Thanksgiving and the day after, Christmas Eve Day,
and Christmas Day.
In the event any of the holidays falls on a Friday,
the center will also be closed the following Saturday.
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WANTED: LCGHS is seeking collectibles from throughout Logan County which are identified with
local history. These would include items advertising local businesses, items made in Logan County,
histories of Logan County and its communities, and postcards of Abraham Lincoln and Logan County
towns among other items. We are also seeking family histories and home histories.

Culver's Night Fundraiser: Please support our Culver's Fundraiser from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 19. A portion of the proceeds from that evening will be donated to LCGHS. If you are
available to assist with the fundraiser, please contact us.
Annual LCGHS Dinner/Meeting - Reservations for our annual LCGHS Dinner/Meeting will be due by
November 6, 2017 at the Center along with your check. The speaker will be Bret Aukamp from the
Logan County Highway Dept. speaking about the Bridges in Logan County. The form with the menu
and price will be available at the Center by October 3rd. You may mail in your form and check to
LCGHS by Nov. 6th also.

Regan v195, Dec. 2, 1910, p 73

Work On Depot
Regan v14, May 31, 1911, p58

A carload of brick for use in the construction
of the new Chicago & Alton passenger station,
arriving in the city Tuesday afternoon, signified
the beginning of real construction work on the
building. Chief Engineer, W. Taylor and Assistant
Engineer Barkley of the C. & A. and Contractor
Vasconcelles of Jacksonville were in the city
awaiting the arrival of material preparatory for

making final arrangements on beginning the actual
work of building. Brick for the base has been
ordered from Perdue, Ind., and is expected at any
time. As soon as the car comes in from Indiana,
the depot will be on its way. The contractors
expect to complete the building within three
months.
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Handsome Depot is Under Way
Regan v14 June 7, 1911, p70

Looking from the C&A depot over the
opposite side of the tracks the new Chicago &
Alton passenger station promises to be acceptable
from every point of view from the dilapidated
structure that has for so long housed the local
responsibilities of that company.
Two more of workmen, employees of Walla,
Jacksonville, the brick contractor, began Tuesday
afternoon the actual work of construction of a new
beauty spot for Lincoln. Within a few hours the
east wall of the building had risen two feet above
the foundations. With good fortune, Mr. Wells
expects to complete the brick work within four
weeks, and within ninety days to have completed
entirely his part of the construction. Mr. Wells had
the contracts for practically all the work excepting
the plumbing, heating, lighting and furnishing.
The installation of the fixtures and furnishings will
be taken up along with the interior finishing, and
the contractors, Vasconcelles & Sons, of
Jacksonville, expect to have the station ready for
occupation by the middle of August.
With the addition of the great bow window in
the south end of the building, the depot will be
almost a duplicate of the Alton station in
Jacksonville. The walls, up to the belt--the line of
the windows, will be of a dark pressed brick, while
above will be red pressed brick, with the dark
brick corners.
The building will be one story in height, with
slate and tile roofing and cornice extending four
feet beyond the walls. The main entrance will be

on the east side, with roofed area-way, with
cement walk leading to Chicago street. The roof
will be of tile and slate supported by dark brick
pillars.
On the track side of the station will be a brick
platform, open. The area-way between the
baggage and express rooms will be covered with
cement flooring.
The ticket office and trainmaster's office will
be in the west side of the building, in a wing
slightly extended beyond the main line of the
structure. To the south will be the ladies' waiting
room, to the north the gentlemen's waiting room,
and on either side of the main entrance will be the
retiring rooms. Only the big entrance will be on
the east, while on the west will be doors to each
waiting room, with a small door to the
trainmaster's office. The entire floor will be of
white tile, while the interior finishing will be in
cherry and mahogany.
The baggage room in the south end of the
main entrance and the express room in the smaller
building on the north will have cement flooring. In
the basement of the smaller building the heating
plant will be located. The building will be heated
throughout with hot water, and lighted with
electric lamps.
Completed the station will be one of the most
handsome and commodious on "The Only Way," a
credit to the company and an added attraction to
the city of Lincoln.

Alton President Inspects Depot
Regan v37, Nov. 3, 1911, p38

Alton Party Arrived Friday Afternoon and
Commend New Depot

immediately began a tour of the building and
expressed himself as well pleased with the station.
A large number of subordinates were with him.
F. W. Morris, general manager of the road
made a short address in which he asked Mayor
Gayle whether the city was satisfied after the little
difficulty the city had with the Alton. The mayor
expressed himself as well pleased, Mr. Morris
said, "Well, we'll let by-gones be by-gones." The
mayor then bought the first ticket. President
Shonts of the Alton sold him the bit of pasteboard.
The ticket was numbered 8,091, and will be kept
for a souvenir.

President T. P. Shonts of the Chicago &
Alton and Clover Leaf routes, with a party of
Alton officials stopped off in Lincoln Friday
afternoon on their annual inspection trip, long
enough to inspect the new depot. They arrived at
3:14 and after examining the new passenger
station departed for Springfield and St. Louis. A
delegation of the Lincoln business men were on
hand to greet the Alton head when he stepped
from his special train into the new platform. He
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As the president was only on the first lap of a
long inspection trip, the special soon pulled out.
All morning section hands were cleaning up the
grounds. The floors were scrubbed again, and the
station was thrown open. With the arrival of the
new agent, Al Phillips, the depot will be formally
opened to the public within another week at least.
All was excitement along the Alton when it
became known that Shonts was about to start on
his annual journey. The special was made up of
five cars, a coach for a buffer, and private car

"500" of President Shonts, the private car "503"
of General Manager Morse, and "501" the car of
Supt. Ferritor, Vice-President Walter Rose also
had a car. Passenger Traffic Manager Charleton
and McKay, together with many others of the
passenger and freight departments, made up the
party. There were about 40 in the party. The
special left Chicago at 9:30 Friday morning. The
itinerary of the trip is not known after the first
day's trip to St. Louis.

It is Time to Renew Your Membership for 2018
Will Throw Depot Open Next Week
Regan v37, Nov. 8, 1911, p44

the premises. Wednesday morning painters went
to work at finishing the exterior. The officials also
ordered that the light mahogany finish in the ticket
office, be changed to dark, and the refinishing will
take a day or so. The new ticket agent, Al Phillips,
stated Wednesday morning that the work of
moving the ticket stock from the old building
would not take half a day, and that they expected
to move the first of next week. Two car loads of
white crushed rock have been ordered from
Springfield to construct the new driveway. By the
time that is finished, the remainder of the work
will be done and the station will be turned over to
the public.

Lincoln Will Have An Official Opening Day
Soon
"The new C. & A. passenger station will be
officially thrown open to the public sometime next
week," was the statement of F. W. Elder, division
passenger agent for the Alton, who came up from
Springfield Tuesday with A. B. Burrows, district
passenger agent. The officials looked the station
and grounds over and promised to return
Wednesday or Thursday, when a date for opening
could be set.
Men have been at work this week in laying the
platform between the tracks, and in cleaning up

64

WANTED: LCGHS is seeking collectibles from throughout Logan County which are identified
with local history. These would include items advertising local businesses, items made in Logan
County, histories of Logan County and its communities, and postcards of Abraham Lincoln and
Logan County towns among other items. We are also seeking family histories and home
histories.

Razing of Old Alton Station
Regan v17 p103 Dec. 18, 1911

sixties, when I went through here on my way to
the Civil War," continued the old man
reminiscently.
Within another week all that will be left of the
old Alton station will be a memory, and even the
Civil War veterans will have to picture it in their
imaginations. Hoyle Bros., are making fast work
of razing the old depot, and a grassed parkway will
next spring mark the spot where the old station
once stood.
Built in 1853, the year after the Alton
extension was put through here north from
Springfield, the depot passed through the Civil
War and saw Lincoln grow from a flag-station to a
hustling city. In 1853 the building comprised only
one story. Half of the place was used as living

Hoyle Bros. Making Short Work of Old Depot
Which Will Soon Be Thing of Past.
Built in 1853.
Was Erected the Year After C&A Railroad
Was Completed Through Here
An aged man stopped before the old C. & A.
station Monday morning and looked intently at the
half dismantled old building. He walked around to
the front and looked at the battered doors and then
at the sign on the front of the brick wall. "Yes, it is
the same," he finally said. An interested person
standing near, curious to learn the cause of the
mysterious words, approached the venerable man
and engaged him in conversation. "The old
building is just the same as it was way back in the
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rooms for the operator and the other portion was
the depot and waiting room proper. Three years
later the second story was added, and the family of
the agent was moved to the upstairs. The first
agent, I. N. Buck, was in charge of the station on
the opening day when Abraham Lincoln came to
Lincoln on the construction train that brought a
party of prospective buyers of town lots here. The
second agent was W. F. Ryan, who is still a
resident of Lincoln. The third was John Park. For
two years the station was used as a church, where
union services were held. Mrs. W. F. Ryan and
Mrs. Ellen Chowning of this city are the only
persons who can be found who were members of
the original congregation. The Sunday meetings
were so arranged as to come between time for the
morning and evening trains. At that time there
were only two trains, so the services were held
about 2 o'clock in the afternoon. For two years the
old walls rang with hymns and the echoes of

earnest sermons. The minister was Lewis
Anderson, known as Father Anderson and highly
thought of by the various congregations who were
merged in one creed. After the depot was
abandoned by the church, a one room school
house was built on the site of the present
Washington school, where church and Sunday
school were then held.
The old bricks therefore, which will soon be
used on various odd jobs about the city, have stood
almost since the founding of the Alton road. The
Alton was only first conceived six years before the
depot was built. In '47 the legislature passed an act
to construct the road. Books for the road were not
opened until '49 in Springfield. The road was
finished in '52 from Alton to Springfield and
reached Lincoln in the following year.

The 1906 Back Story Leading to the New Depot
Alton Defaces Park
Regan v169 p 363

hinted that the same tactics may be employed in
the case of Elm park and a spur put over that plat
of ground to extend to either the north of southeast
corner.
While the plea of necessity is advanced and
the statement made that the road needs the
switching facilities and the siding, it seems
apparent that the action is a method of getting
even with the city for its refusal to allow tracks
over the city streets. The road asked the council to
allow them to put a track over the city streets, and
the council granted the privilege on certain
conditions which are well known to the public.
The Alton did not relish the conditions and has not
accepted the ordinance. Their answer is found in
the establishment of the siding in the heart of the
business district in a way that will meet with every
particle of resistance from the people of the city
which can be brought to bear.

The C. & A. Adopts Retaliatory Measures and
Builds Unsightly Tracks in the City.
More than passing interest was excited
Tuesday morning by the sight of a squad of
laborers at work on the east side of Chicago &
Alton railway, between Pekin and Broadway
streets. As the workmen progressed in their labors
it became apparent that they were building a siding
or spur leading to the southeast from a point just
south of the Pekin street crossing and extending in
a southeasterly direction to the corner of the
vacant lot at the intersection of Broadway and
Chicago streets. By noon the ties were laid and
part of the rails, the spur extending across the
entire length of the lot, ending at the southeast
corner of the lot.
From a point where reliable information is
obtainable, it was gathered, as was evident from
the work in progress, that the Alton is putting a
switch or spur on which to run its cars. It is even
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Citizens Aroused
Regan v169 p391

Lincoln has been a liberal patron of this
corporation for years and the passenger station
here with it nuisance of toilets sending foul smells
into waiting rooms and at times, into the streets, is
a sample of the reciprocity the corporation has
practiced and will practice in the future.
To persons who have been absent from home
and upon returning, the switches of the corporation
in the parks look worse that to those who have
seen the ruination proceed day by day. Not a
person expected the corporation would go to such
extreme measures and many citizens of the city
disposed to the lenient with the C. & A. are now
arrayed and determined to retaliate. There is a law
covering the action of running side tracks where
they are at present. The courts have upheld where
a railroad company committed a nuisance that it
may be forced to abate the nuisance. It will not be
difficult to prove the park tracks a nuisance. The
passenger station has long been a nuisance and
should be declared such when the park tracks and
the switches between Pekin and Clinton streets are
decreed dangers and nuisances.
Every citizen should arouse and unite against
the high handed outrage of the Chicago & Alton
railroad company and convince General Manager
Goodnow that when the people are aroused, they
prove a mighty and irresistible force. You people
who have been patronizing this company
exclusively, will you now feel like speaking in
behalf of a corporation which will with savage
ruthlessness commit such an outrage?
The Couriers await with interest the action of
the city council, which will resent the imposition.
The council will surely stand for Lincoln against
the Chicago & Alton railroad company. Not a day
passes but what the city and state laws are violated
and we seek that these laws be enforced hereafter.
The city council should also give the mayor
absolute power to meet the new evil and proceed
in a legal manner for the public protection. Every
dangerous street crossing in Lincoln should have
flagmen instead of gates. Every street crossing
should be lighted by the railroad company.
Lincoln should and will have a new station with
sanitary surroundings.
The railroad company has tossed the gauntlet
into the ring. Let the city accept the challenge and

Organizing to Resent the Barbarous Action of
the Chicago & Alton.
Fight to a Finish Now On
Determination to Invoke the Law and Yards
and Station in Lincoln to Be Declared
Nuisances--More Flagman
Work of our earnest and energetic women for
years past, liberality of our public spirited men,
and an unanimous spirit aroused following long
agitation, have counted for naught. The C. & A.
railroad company with the customary impudence
and tyranny of a corporation, has at last invaded
the pretty parks on the railroad front and destroyed
the work of years, first by laying a switch through
Smith park, as close to Stiefel & Co.'s store as the
territory of the company will permit, where freight
cars will stand for days to obscure the main track,
to greatly endanger human life and property; and
to stand as the worst form of a nuisance known,
certain to prove worse than the passenger station
maintained here.
Smith park represents an outlay of several
hundred dollars in money, contributed by citizens.
Ladies of Lincoln had completed arrangements
with a landscape artist to beautify and improve,
but the action of the railroad corporation in
revenge for not being permitted to close Pulaski
street, is to be seen in the destruction of the park
and the increase of danger to citizens.
The barbarous policy of the Chicago & Alton
railroad is not to end with the destruction of Smith
Park. Elm park to the south will have a spur
extending from Pulaski or Broadway streets,
through the park, and a string of cars will daily
obstruct the view of Chicago street business men,
trash will be loaded and unloaded and nuisances
will be committed hourly, and Chicago street will
become dangerous to travel over, day or night.
Not content with making the city appear as
odious as possible to the public in passing on the
trains of the company, business men using railroad
ground have been notified to move and will be
caused loss. Business men using their own ground
are to be denied switches so as to force them to
join the throng clamoring to give the corporation
the city - the privilege of laying another track
where cars may be stored in the heart of the city.
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let the battle continue until every need of the city
is complied with.
Let speed ordinance be enforced. Let flying
switches be punished. Let the police see that the
street crossings are not blocked as they have been.

If this be a game of revenge, let Lincoln enter into
the contest and show the Chicago & Alton that the
people who made it what it is are capable of
controlling it.

Indignant Citizens Meet To Condemn Corporation Acts
Regan v169 p422

and not through any desire to do something for the
city.
General Manager Denounced
General Manager C. A. Goodnow came in for
his share of disapproval for the tactless way in
which he had considered the people of Lincoln and
their interests. He was characterized as an
autocrat, a man without an ounce of tact, and was
not accredited a single iota or desire to treat the
people fairly but to come here, get what he
wanted, and then let the people do the best they
could. The road its manager and local policies
were put on the same level, and were heartily
disapproved.
Pigpens and Stench Holes Denounced.
There are elements in the meeting which
cannot be overlooked. One was as the personnel of
the attendance. Present were business and
professional, the cream of the business men of the
city. The Woman's Club, which was outraged by
the Alton's action in undoing their work of trying
to beautify the parks were represented. The
remarks of the speakers were unanimously
applauded. The stock yards were denominated by
Attorney Beach as "pig pens" and the Alton
station a "stench hole."
Meeting Organized.
The meeting was called to order by Joseph
Hodnett who stated that it was for the purpose of
having a better understanding of the affairs
relative to the Alton's treatment of the city, and to
protest against the same. The first thing to do was
to organize the meeting. Joseph Hodnett was
elected chairman and J. L. Goodknight secretary.
The chairman called for Mayor King as the first
speaker, and he was asked to explain the
controversy between the railroad and the city and
he did in a talk covering an hour.
Mayor's Denunciation Fierce.
The Mayor felt that he should be asked to say
little on the question, excepting to explain it as the
meeting was in a sense held for the benefit of the

Pig Pens and Stench Houses in the Heart of the
City Vigorously Condemned in Great Mass
Meeting of the Citizens Held in Court House
Park Destruction Denounced
Twelve Thousand People Ready to Wage Finish
Fight With the Chicago & Alton Railroad Over
Outrages Few Communities in This Country
Would So Patiently and Peacefully Submit to
by a Railroad.
The case of the people of the City of Lincoln
vs. The Chicago & Alton Railway Co. was tried
before a jury composed of all the people who
could enter the circuit court room at the court
house, Friday evening, and the defendant was
found guilty of all varieties of misdemeanors and
crimes from treason against the people and city to
a plain disturbance of the peace. The meeting was
one where the Alton was arraigned mercilessly for
its failure to do the right thing by the city, which
had waited many years for recognition, and every
charge against the road was greeted with applause.
The local people turned their thumbs down so far
as the Alton is concerned and they will war to the
knife. That is the ultimatum.
Able Speakers Numerous
There were a number of speakers for the
occasion and if the Alton had in the hall
representatives who were friendly to its side of the
matter in question, they failed to make themselves
known to any extent.
A Real Indignation Meeting.
The meeting was one of the citizens of
Lincoln and it could appropriately be termed an
indignation meeting, as there was plenty of
indignation expressed at actions of the Alton,
which has fared so well at the hands of the city
and given so little in return. The speakers admitted
that the railway had done one thing, and that,
furnished enough box cars and passenger coaches
to haul the freight and people, but this was done
only because it was a money making proposition
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council, to see how the people felt concerning the
position they had taken relative to the Alton
ordinance asking for switches. The people all
knew as well as he what the conditions were,
forced on the city by the railway company. In spite
of the growth of the city the Alton had refused to
anything for the city by increasing it facilities or
giving the people anything better. The road insists
on maintaining in the heart of the city pig pens,
cattle pens and lumber yards. While these things
are essential to the growth of the city they have
their places but not where they are at present.
Shabby Old Station Maintained.
When the Alton was first built the road put
down an old station hardly large enough for
accommodation of the people in those prehistoric
days and have continued it down to the present.
The county and the city of Lincoln has found it
necessary to three times change its court house to
accommodate the business, but the Alton
maintains the same old station. The road had laid
tracks, raising the grades of the road and
performed acts of this kind encroaching on the
rights of the people without asking anything about
it or giving compensation therefore.
Visit of Czar Goodnow.
There are people here who would rather take
the word of the Alton's general manager than that
of the people of the city, whose views are backed
up by the best attorneys in the county. A year ago
the mayor was introduced to C. A. Goodnow who
came here to see what was the trouble between the
Alton and the city. The mayor explained the
grievances how the people had been
inconvenienced by the freight switching across
prominent streets and also broached the subject of
Delavan street subway. The manager was
overbearing and haughty and begged the mayor to
remember that the railway had been on the ground
first. The mayor responded that the people were
here to stay. The manager did say some things
about a proposition if the city would buy and give
the Alton the block on the east side of the track
between Tremont and Delavan street, the station
and the freight house would be moved there. The
mayor said the people would not listen to such a
proposition and that was dropped A hint also was
given about the closing of Pulaski street and the
manager agreed to come later.
Closing of Pulaski Street Refused.

The following January the railway official and
his retinue came again. This time it was the
proposition to close Pulaski street. The Alton
offered to build a station on the site of Elm park
and the block south the lumber yards to be
removed from the latter place and the place
beautified. This was left to the citizens of the
vicinity who strenuously objected and this was
likewise cast aside.
Goodnow Tries to Trap City.
The Alton later started to double track through
the city and was proceeding to lay the track across
the streets without going to the trouble of getting
permission when they were stopped under the
orders of the mayor. This brought the general
management here again as he wanted something
from the city. Then came the petition which
recently was circulated by a citizen of Lincoln,
asking that the Alton be granted the right to lay
certain tracks and switches over the streets. The
council had intimated its hostility to such a
measure and the petition was for the purpose of
changing the views of the council by pressure on
part of the petitioners. Goodnow had that petition
drawn up in his private car and had a citizen of
Lincoln called to circulate it. The citizen circulated
Mr. Goodnow's petition and it received many
signatures. Then the spur was built in Smith park.
Corporation Ashamed to Act.
Next, and amended petition was sent in by the
road. In this, the city was informed that in case
they would allow the railway to lay switches and
tracks wherever desired over the city roads, they
would take up the spur switch extending through
Smith park and would discontinue the building of
that in Elm park. Even now the menacing point of
a switch was directed at the heart of Elm park in
true highwayman fashion, threatening the city with
the extermination of the beautiful trees in the park
if the council does not accede to the railway's
demands. The matter of settling this question
would be before the council next Monday evening
and so far as the mayor was concerned, he never
would consent to giving the Alton what it asked on
the terms it offered. The speaker was greeted with
a storm of cheers.
C. & A. Counsel Speaks.
Attorney Blinn, representing the Alton, was
called for. He said he came there as a spectator
and out idle curiosity but had hardly expected to
see the meeting turned into one or the venting of
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the spleen of Mayor King against the Alton.
Further the mayor seemed to think it the right
place to express his personal grievances against C.
A. Goodnow. The history of the affair was that the
Alton had commenced to build a double track
between Bloomington and Springfield. When they
reached Lincoln they used as much as possible of
their sidetracks in the city for the double track and
needing switches and more siding, asked the city
to give them the right to lay the same across the
streets. They first asked the right to lay another
main across several streets of Athol junction,
where they now have to operate for several blocks
over the single track, but they would continue this
unless the city granted them the proper right of
way. They also needed switch track room. They
need room for switches as the local switches had
been used for the double track. They must have
room for the unloading of cars they brought here.
If they could not get room elsewhere, they would
have to make use of the property they had owned
here since 1853, including Smith and Elm park
and build their switches there.
As for the matter of the violation of the
agreement with the women of the city who had
taken a lease on the park along the road, the lease
had been drawn to terminate with notice given by
the railway. All the Alton had done was to notify
the ladies that they had cancelled the lease, and
this purely fair business transaction had been
characterized by the press as "an outrage."
The railroad was confronted by two
alternatives. They must have switches. If they
cannot lay them over the streets they would have
to do the best thing they could and that was to lay
the switches on their own property, the lots
between Pekin and Clinton streets.
There had been trouble about switching in the
city. The speaker had gone over all the questions
at issue with the management of the road. The city
needed a new station but the Alton had not the
money to spare right now for the work. As for the
Delavan subway, he believed that was not much of
an issue. He hoped for a new station and for
lessening of the switching in the business district.
Judge Beach Denounces C. & A.
T. T. Beach was called for and launched into
a vehement arraignment of the Alton policies. He
was one of the people and was there to protest
against the treatment of this people by the railway.
He characterized the station as a "stench hole," the

stock yards as "pig pens" and deemed them
outrages on the people. The Alton never gave
anything to the city without getting paid for it and
he believed it was time to quit giving the Alton
something for nothing. Now is the time for the
people to stand by the council and mayor and
demand what they have a right to demand. If they
stick together they can get what they demand.
Even now, within ten days, Blinn said the Alton
would commence to rob Elm park of its trees, the
only spot along the Alton property in this city,
which could lay claim to beauty. This was the
policy of the Alton.
Lawyer Baldwin Scolds
W. R. Baldwin was called on the express his
views on the situation and corroborated the
sentiments of all preceding speakers excepting
Attorney Blinn. Mr. Baldwin's speech was mild
but effective.
Business Man Talks Plainly.
A. C. Boyd arose and stated that the lease
made by the Alton to the Lincoln Improvement
Association for Elm Park, had been in his safe up
to the present time. This lease made in 1898
provided for the termination of the same at the end
of six months' notice given by the road to either
the city or the association. So far as he knew, no
notice had been given anyone concerning the
termination of the lease, which as a matter of
equity if not law, entitled the people to a tenure of
six months after notice to vacate was given.
Railroad Violates Promises.
Mrs. Richard Latham was asked to state the
conditions of the Smith park lease. She said the
Alton had leased the plat of ground to the club, the
lease to terminate by notice by the Alton. The club
had collected $365 and expended it on grading the
place and laying out walks. The Alton had agreed
to separate the park by a railing from the railway
and also to give two loads of gravel for building
the walks. The railing was built and then torn
down and the gravel had never arrived. The next
move was building the switch across the park.
Chairman Hodnett Heard.
Joseph Hodnett, the chairman of the meeting
then made a firey talk. At one point Mr. Blinn
interrupted the speaker when he was taking about
the Delavan street subway by asking him why the
city did not compel the Alton to construct the
subway if it could. The attorney replied that the
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city could and would do that thing. The words of
Mr. Hodnett created quite an impression.
Resolutions Offered.
Following this, D. H. Harts, Jr., arose and
offered the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted:
Be it resolved, By the citizens of Lincoln in
mass meeting assembled, that we hereby
unreservedly endorse the attitude of the city
officials in supporting the ordinance now pending
before the city council of said city.
And we protest against the granting
permission to the Chicago & Alton Railroad
company to lay additional tracks across the streets
of the city of Lincoln, unless the said railroad
company shall first bind itself permanently to

remove all its switching from over Pulaski,
Broadway and Pekin streets in said city; and
second shall bind itself to build an adequate
subway under Delavan street in said city, under
said railroad right of way within one year and shall
bind itself, to build a passenger station in said city
at a cost of not less than $25,000 within 2 years
from date of passage of such ordinance.
As the meeting adjourned W. L. Wasson
arose to say a few words on the question. He had
merely proceeded with introductory to the
audience when the chairman announced that the
meeting had previously adjourned and the
audience left. The would be speaker intimated that
the crowed was cowardly in refusing to hear him,
but he arose to late in the evening.

New Station Here
Regan v169 p437

Difference of the City of Lincoln and the C. & A. to Be Settled
Parks Not to Be Destroyed
Concessions Should Be and Undoubtedly Will Be Made by Both Sides and
Peace and Friendly Feeling Will Prevail
It is considerable of a condescension for two
high officials of a great corporation to visit
Lincoln, and to confer with citizens over questions
of importance to the city and the corporation.
The condescension and the visit transpired
Tuesday afternoon, and since then a different air
prevails in Lincoln and a pacific feeling animates
the citizens while a disposition exists to be patient
and see if the differences can be settled in a
business manner.
General Manager Goodnow from his
explanations and they are the first offered, has
been misunderstood, and as he says he has been
misrepresented. From what has been said of the
general manager he was supposed to be a real
tyrant but he proves to be a gentleman. He is
affable, agreeable and happy. He has a firm and
friendly shake of the hand, a clear eye and a smile
whenever provoked by something amusing or
ridiculous. He changes suddenly from the gay to
the grave and while serious he is not by any means
offensive. Mr. Goodnow is now a gentleman past
middle life but very vigorous and active. He is an
eastern man and has held numerous positions of
trust with western railroads and is a clever
diplomat.

While in Lincoln the gentleman accompanied
by Superintendent Ryder, called on The Couriers
and for the first time stated their attitude toward
Lincoln. Mr. Goodnow said he recognized the
importance of Lincoln, realized the necessities of a
new station and had the consent of President
Felton to construct one here and had begun
preparations for the work when the refusal to close
Pulaski street had upset their plans and
calculations. Mr. Goodnow was advised previous
to petitioning for the closing of the street that the
city council was willing to comply or he would
have never asked for the concession. He said he
had expended many thousands of dollars
constructing switches at Kruger and Griggs to
relieve the freight congestion and remove
switching from the yards in Lincoln. He was as
anxious to remove the switch yards as the citizens
were to have the change, or in the existing
conditions the company was liable to annoyances,
to law suits and to damages, if people were killed.
He thought and felt in view of the removal of the
freight yards to Kruger and to Griggs, that there
would not be opposition to the laying of through
tracks on their own land in Lincoln. The
opposition here has proven troublesome to the
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company and he is endeavoring to extricate the
operating
department
from
continued
embarrassment, but unfortunately the local
troubles have been referred to E. D. Blinn and
whatever conferences are held relative to local
switch yards should be held with Mr. Blinn. If
there is a way to remove all standing cars between
Pekin and Pulaski streets he will be pleased to
comply with the wishes of the citizens and
Superintendent Ryder agreed with the general
manager.
Discussing the Delavan street subway, he said
it was not feasible and that opinions were on file
from the engineers. The sewer under the proposed
site for the subway would interfere.
When the gentlemen were informed that
property owners had petitioned to close Pekin
street, they were surprised and when pressed to
say whether or not the site would be acceptable,
said it would and they thought would tend to
relieve the local switch problem.
In Lincoln there is bound to come greater
patronage and the company is preparing lines to
meet the demands of the future so it prefers to be
on friendly terms with the city and the citizens that
to be on unfriendly terms with annoying wrangles,
earnestly remarked the ruler of a vast corporation
as he proceeded to depart for his special car on a

siding. where he extended an invitation to Mayor
King to call on him, if he felt disposed.
The visit will have a tendency to relieve the
stress prevailing. The council has adopted an
ordinance as its ultimatum but the ordinance may
be amended at any time, as soon as the company
and the city officers agree. It is a certainty Lincoln
will have a new station as the funds have been
ordered by the president through General Manager
Goodnow set aside. It is certain that the city will
not be used as freight yards hereafter and that local
switching will be done in a more limited territory.
Mr. Goodnow came with the olive branch and
Mr. Ryder explained certain failures to comply
with promises were not due to their neglect or
indifference but more due to previous managers
and superintendents, therefore much of the blame
attached to them is unjustly laid at their official
doors.
The Couriers ventures the predictions that
differences between the city and the Chicago &
Alton will be adjusted and the parties at outs, at
present, will become closer friends than ever. The
city will receive particularly what it demands and
the Chicago & Alton will grant the concessions it
has been asking for to meet the expansion in its
business.

WANTED: LCGHS is seeking collectibles from throughout Logan County which are identified with
local history. These would include items advertising local businesses, items made in Logan County,
histories of Logan County and its communities, and postcards of Abraham Lincoln and Logan County
towns among other items. We are also seeking family histories and home histories.

Culver's Night Fundraiser: Please support our Culver's Fundraiser from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 19. A portion of the proceeds from that evening will be donated to LCGHS. If you are
available to assist with the fundraiser, please contact us.

It is Time to Renew Your Membership for 2018
Annual LCGHS Dinner/Meeting - Reservations for our annual LCGHS Dinner/Meeting will be due by
November 6, 2017 at the Center along with your check. The speaker will be Bret Aukamp from the
Logan County Highway Dept. speaking about the Bridges in Logan County. The form with the menu
and price will be available at the Center by October 3rd. You may mail in your form and check to
LCGHS by Nov. 6th also.
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It is with deep sorrow that one of our mainstays at LCGHS for many years passed away on August 8,
2017. William "Bill" Bryson, along with his wife, Phyllis, played a very strong role in taking LCGHS
from a small room in the Arcade building to our current location. This happened in September of 2000.
Working with the other Board members, they took a tired building and made it into the research center we
needed. Bill was called on many times due to his knowledge of how to fix and/or repair most anything.
Bill served as the LCGHS Historian and had knowledge of most all of Logan County. He had many
stories of facts and people throughout the county, and loved to share them.
Bill was known throughout Illinois as an outstanding amateur geologist. He had his own display that
took the entire attic of their home in Mt. Pulaski, and he could identify artifacts from the area.
Bill was proud of his Country and his time served in the U. S. Marine Corps.
We will miss Bill and his knowledge as well as his stories. He was a colorful man and a great friend
of the Society.
Bill Detmers speaks for all of us here at The Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society.
Friday, August 11, 2017

William E. "Bill" Bryson, 86, of Mt. Pulaski, passed away
August 8, 2017 at Vonderleith Living Center.
Visitation will be from 9:30 AM until 11:00 AM Tuesday,
August 15, 2017 at Holland Barry & Bennett Funeral Home,
Lincoln. Graveside services will be held at 11:30 AM Tuesday at
Carlyle Cemetery, Lake Fork with full military rites provided by
the American Legion Post 263.
Bill was born August 13, 1930 in Cornland, IL, the son of
John and Ethel (Haynes) Bryson. He married Phyllis Vaughn on
March 18, 1978.
He proudly served his country in the United States Marine
Corp. He was a 32nd Degree Mason and belonged to the Pawnee
Masonic Lodge. He was a member of the Central States
Archeological
Club
and
the
Logan
County
Genealogical/Historical Society. He enjoyed Archeology. Bill retired from Commonwealth Edison after
many years of service.
Surviving are his wife Phyllis of Mt.Pulaski, children: Harold ""Hap" Bryson ( Linda) of Lake Fork,
Ronald Rohlfs (Mitzi) of Lincoln, Steven Rohlfs (Amanda) of Lincoln, and Daniel Rohlfs of Chicago;
siblings: Walter Bryson, Glenn Bryson, Gene Bryson, Irene Burger, Mary Riedle, and Sue Stewart. He is
also survived by numerous grandchildren and extended family.
He was preceded in death by his parents, son Richard Rohlfs, brother Dean Bryson, an infant sister,
and sister Betty Bryson.
In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to the Logan County Genealogical/Historical Society or
the Lake Fork Community Center. (New Herald News, Friday, August 11, 2017)

73

Donor List For 2017
The Executive Board of LCGHS has decided to resume the listing of donors of both artifacts and
financial support by name. The list of donated items is much too long to include in the R&B. The names
are given in alphabetical order. The Board members extend a sincere Thank You to all who support the
work of LCGHS.
Bartman, Marvin
Beaver, Paul & Sue
Belcher, Evelyn
Birnbaum, Loren & Karen
Bryson, Phyllis
Coers, Dave & Roseann
Craig, Richard
Dahm, Andrew & Jean
Dehner, Susan
Detmers, Bill & Diane
Dobbs, Norman
Donath, Bill & Shirley
Donath, Tony
Durdle, John
Farmer, Carol
Frampton, Mary Beth
Fulk, Jeff
Fulk, Mike
Gleason, Dorothy
Gleason, Paul
Griffith, James & Barbara
Grunderman, Eleanor
Horchem, Morris
Hostetter, Brenda
Huskins, Bruce & Billie
Kemp, Bill; McLean Co. Museum of History
King, Richard
Knauer, Gary & Judy
Knight, Elaine
Logan, Rich & Rojean
Luhrs, Larry
Marlin, JoAnne

Martin, Mary Ellen
McCray, LeRoy & Judy
Naugle, Robert
Neal, Robert
Nimke, Allen & Ruby
Oglesby, Alvin
Overgarrd, Marilyn
Peifer, John
Petro, Gail
Pitts, Virginia
Plackner, Ruth
Pyle, Jean
Regan, John
Rohlfs, Gene & Wanda Lee
Scharf, Alice
Semple, Jan
Shew, Allen
Smith, Lawrence "Fred"
Sutton, John
Tazwell Co. Gen. & Hist. Soc.
Thompson, Dora
Thompson, Sara
Tullis, Jane
Vannoy, Nancy
Villarreal, Jan Johnston
Waggoner, Debra
Webb, Jean
Whisnant, Dean & Betty
Wickline, Brenda
Wickline, Galen for
Wickline, Lester & Mildred
Wilmert, Jim

Logan County Heirship Records
The remainder of this Quarterly is devoted to presenting a portion of the collection of Heirship
Records for Logan County. This collection was microfilmed in 1970. It was transcribed by Lucille
Henrichsmeyer, a member of the Logan County Genealogical Society, in 1982. This collection was
digitized by Bill Detmers. The first book one has already appeared and this is a continuation of book
two.

74

75

76

LCGHS Store
Duplicate Books Available
The following duplicate books are available for purchase from LCG&HS. High school & college
yearbooks sell for $10 each and include:
Lincoln: 1914; 1916 (2); 1917; 1918; 1920; 1921
(6); 1922 (4); 1923 (3); 1924 (2); 1925; 1926
(2), 1927 (2); 1928; 1931 (4); 1932; 1933 (2);
1934 (2); 1935; 1940; 1941; 1946; 1947 (2);
1948; 1949 (2); 1950 (3); 1951; 1962; 1967;
1982
Hartsburg-Emden: 1957
Elkhart: 1928
Lincoln College: 1970

Twelve Momentous Years in the Other Atlanta,
1853-1865 - $20 + S/H
Elkhart is Like a Box of Chocolates - $7 + S/H
Echoes From the Branches - $7 + S/H
Glimpses of Lincoln, IL. - $15 + S/H
Duplicate City Directories are available for $10
each.
Lincoln: 1979; 1982; 1983; 1987; 1988; 1989;
1990; 1991; 1992; 2001

th

Make Tracks to Latham 125 Anniversary
1872-1972 - $20 + S/H
Mt. Pulaski 100yr 1836-1936 - $10 + S/H

ATLAS/PLAT BOOKS AVAILABLE
Atlas of Champaign County Illinois: 1893; 1913; 1929 combined - $40
Logan County Illinois: 1979; 1993; 1996; 1997 individual - $10 each, 2013 - $35 + $3 S/H
McLean County Illinois: 1996 - $10
Sangamon/Menard Counties Illinois: 1995 - $10
Atlas of Winnebago County, Illinois: 1871; 1892; 1905 combined; $40 Including Atlas of Boone &
Winnebago Co: 1886

LOGAN COUNTY PLATES
Elkhart – 9.5 in: 1855-1955 (1)
Emden – 7.5 in: 1871-1971 (1)
Emden St. Peter’s Lutheran Church: 1879-1979 (2)
Abraham Lincoln – 10 in: 1853-1953 (5)
Lincoln First Methodist Church-new building (5)
Lincoln Sesquicentennial: 1818-1968 (3)
Mt. Pulaski Methodist Church - 10in: (2)

Mt. Pulaski Stahl's Siltennial: 1836-1961 (3)
Sheers Building (2)
Sheers Courthouse (2)
Sheers Auto Supply (5)
Zion Lutheran Ch - New Holland 1871-1971 (1)
Plates are $10 each plus $4 S/H.

Worrying won't stop the bad stuff from happening.
It just stops you from enjoying the good.
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ORNAMENTS
1999 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10
2000 Lincoln City Hall - $10
2001 Lincoln Public Library - $10
2002 Abraham Lincoln Mem. Hospital - $10
2004 Lincoln College - $10
2005 Logan Co Courthosue - $10
2006 Earl Hargrove Chapel LCC - $10
2007 The Arcade Building - $10

2008 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10
2009 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10
2010 Lincoln Woman’s Club - $10
2013 A. Lincoln’s 1858 Speech - $10
2014 Logan County Map - $10
2015 Knapp, Chesnut, Becker Building, Middletown,
IL - $10

Publications & CD's for Sale
CD’S
All CD's are $20 + $2 S/H. CD's are searchable
unless noted
Civil War Statue Dedication - 2011
Old Union Cemetery; updated in 2008
1878 History of Logan County
1886 History of Logan County
1911 History of Logan County - Stringer
1860 Logan County Census - complete
1840, 1850, 1855, 1860, 1870, 1880 Logan
County Census Index
1873, 1893, 1910 Atlases of Logan County; (not
searchable)
Logan County Cemetery Index
Lincoln Herald Index 1859-1873
BOOKS
Generosity, The Story of Logan County During the
Great War, Donath-2016 - $35 + $4 S/H
Be Careful Crossing the Hard Road, Detmers - $15 +
$3 S/H
This Is My Story, Vol. II; (hard cover) 365 pages
Personal stories from Logan County Veterans who
served in any branch of the Military. $25+5 S/H
The Logan Regiment, Blessman-2016 - $20 + $4 S/H
The Town Abraham Lincoln Warned, Henson-2011$15 + $4 S/H
Atlanta Cemetery Records maps; index 3-ring notebook
- updated in 2008 $20 + $3 S/H/

Mt. Pulaski Cemetery Records (Soft cover) updated in
2011 $20.00 + $3 S/H

Updated Pleasant Valley Cemetery; (Soft cover)
$12+ $3 S/H
Walnut Hill Cemetery; 1976 Edition $12+ $3 S/H
(Soft cover)
Hartsburg Union Cemetery; (soft cover) $18 + $3 S/H
Green Hill Cemetery; (soft cover) $18 + $3 S/H
MISCELLANEOUS
Logan Co. Township Maps of one room schools &
Cemeteries; (soft cover) shows location of one
room schools & cemeteries in Logan County.
$10 + $3 S/H
Logan County Courthouse 100th Anniversary;
(soft cover) $10 +$4 S/H
Lincoln, IL, A Chronology 1953-2003; $5+$3 S/H
1917 Prairie Farmers Reliable Directory of
Breeders & Farmers in Logan County; 3 ring
notebook & protective sleeves $20+4 S/H or $15
for soft cover
Heirship records of 1920 – 1924 &
newspaper abstracts of 1839 - 1849; (soft
cover) not available at Courthouse due to the
fire of 1857. 148 pages (Updated due to faded
print) $20+4 S/H
1860 US Federal Census of Logan County; (Soft
cover) $30+$5 S/H
1880 US Federal Census of Logan County; (Soft
cover) $30+ $5 S/H

To order books and CD's, send a letter to LCGHS at 114 N. Chicago St, Lincoln, IL 62656, give the name
of each book or CD - quantity and price + S/H for each item. Please include your check for the total
amount, along with your name and address.
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Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society
114 N. Chicago Street, Lincoln IL 62656
(217) 732-3200

Membership Application/Renewal
Membership runs from January 1 to December 31. Membership includes four quarterlies. To
receive a Membership Card, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Multiple year
memberships are appreciated
New Member ____

Renewing Member ____ Membership year: 2016 2017 2018 2019

Today’s date___________________
Memberships received after April 1st – please add $3.00 for mailing of back Quarterlies.
Name________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
City______________________________State_____Zip___________Phone_______________
Membership Dues: Individual
______ $15.00
Dual (Two persons at same address) ______ $20.00
In an effort to cut postage costs, the quarterly newsletter, Roots and Branches, will be emailed
to members who have their email address on file with the Society. Members not having email
will continue to receive their quarterly by mail. NOTE: Please remember to update your email
address with LCGHS when changes are made to it.
Email address: _______________________________________________________________
Indicate the family surname and information that you are researching, limit to 4.
Surnames: ___________________________________________________________________
Individuals to be researched: ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
If you want our assistance in your research, indicate the Surnames and/or any information you
already have that will help in our search (i.e., dates, places of birth, death, etc.). For members,
$15 for an initial research is requested. Non-members, please call 217-732-3200 for research
fees.
We want to thank you for your support. The research center is operated solely on yearly
membership dues and donations.
I would like to make an additional donation of $_________________.
LCGHS is a recognized 501(c) (3) organization as defined by the IRS tax code.

I am able to volunteer: LCGHS phone number: 217-732-3200. Email: lcghs1@hotmail.com
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Publications Order Form
Publication:

Price w/S&H:

Total Included:

114 North Chicago Street
Lincoln, IL 62656 - 2729
“Change Service Requested”
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